Wildlife Habitat Assessment for the Lower
Walnut Creek Channel Restoration Project

Executive Summary

The Lower Walnut Creek Channel Restoration Project was initiated by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Sacramento District, and sponsored by the
Contra Costa County Department of Public Works (CCCDPW). Although a
project design has not been developed, the stated objective of the project is to
improve flood conveyance capacity and to restore aquatic and riparian habitats
within the lower portion of the Walnut Creek channel. This assessment identifies
wildlife species and habitats that occur or have the potential to occur in the study
area for the proposed project and was developed to support the project
proponents during the project design phase. An understanding of the existing
habitat conditions in the study area is a necessary for development of a project
design that incorporates successful measures to avoid and minimize impacts to
wildlife.

This Wildlife Habitat Assessment (assessment) describes the wildlife habitats
and the species that may occur within the Lower Walnut Creek Channel
Restoration Project study area (study area). The study area includes
approximately 7.8 miles of the Lower Walnut Creek channel extending from
Monument Boulevard to where the creek empties into the northern portion of the
Suisun Bay.

This assessment describes the quality of the wildlife habitats, the likelihood of
the habitats to support special-status species and other native wildlife (except
fish), and information about special-status species likely to occur within the study
area. Natural Resources Management’s (NRM’s) findings are based on the
likelihood that wildlife species typically associated with each habitat type would
occur in the study area. No protocol-level surveys for wildlife species were
conducted in support of this assessment. However, biologists did conduct three
species-specific habitat assessments including one for the California red-legged
frog (Rana aurora draytonii), the western burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia
hypugea) and the California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense). These
three assessments are attached as Appendices A-C.

NRM has concluded that the study area supports suitable habitat for two federally
listed species including the California clapper rail (Rallus longirostris obsoletus)































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































